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CREATING A WEBSITE

In this guide, we'll be looking at creating a website. This is something that
many writers will do, or at least consider, at some stage.

Your website might be one (or more) of these:

e A place for you to showcase your books and to link to online stores (such
as Amazon or Barnes & Noble) where people can buy them.

e Anonline CV or resume, with samples of your work.

e Ablog or podcast site, where you regularly publish new updates.

e Anonline store, where you sell your books, ebooks, or other products
directly to customers.

e Asingle page that lets your readers sign up for your email list.

... or almost anything you can imagine.

There are lots of different ways to create a website. When | very first started
using the internet in the mid-1990s, many people created websites by writing
the website code (HTML) themselves. These days, almost everyone —
including experienced software programmers — uses some kind of tool to
create websites without manually writing every line of code.

Some of the most popular tools out there are:

e WordPress — by far the most popular, and the one that | recommend
and will cover in this guide

e Wix—asimple drag and drop tool to create basic websites

e Weebly —another simple website builder

e Shopify —a website builder specifically designed for creating online
store (note that WordPress, Wix, and Weebly all have the option to create
an online store too)

These all have different pros and cons. I've been using WordPress for many
years, and I've seen it go from a (somewhat clunky) blogging platform to a
much easier to use tool for building all sorts of types of websites. Currently,
39% of all websites in the world are powered by WordPress.
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WordPress is simple enough for non-techies to use, but offers a lot of power
and flexibility.

In this guide, I'm going to help you set up your WordPress site. I'll keep the
instructions as simple and straightforward as possible.

You can use these links to jump straight to different sections of this guide.

WordPress.com vs WordPress.org: Pros and Cons of Each...............c....... 3
Creating a Website Using WordPress.com...........ccvireuiimmuiiimnninnnninennenann. 4
Creating a Website Using WordPress.org..........ceuvvireniimnniinmannsnanniensnenas 10
Going Further With Your Website..........cooiiiiiiiiii e, 17
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WordPress.com vs WordPress.org:
Pros and Cons of Each

The one tricky thing about WordPress, when you're just getting started, is that
there are two quite different versions of it.

These are:

e WordPress.COM, a commercial company that hosts your WordPress
site for you. This means you don’t need to worry about things like
updates and backups, but it does mean you only get access to some of
WordPress's features. On the plus side, it's easy to get started with, and
you can even use it for free (though paying removes some limitations).

e WordPress.ORG, a non-profit organization that maintains the open
source WordPress software. Anyone can use the full power of this
software completely free. The snag is that you need to pay for a domain
name (website address) and web hosting —and organize setting this up.

Many WordPress experts will tell you that you should always use
WordPress.org. This is good advice for people looking to build a business
website, but if you want a simple website where you can feature your books,
write a blog, or share your thoughts with the world ... then WordPress.com
might work just fine for you.

If you're planning to run your website as part of a full business, WordPress.org
makes most sense. It does take a bit longer to get things set up, and it costs
more upfront, but you'll get all you need for many years to come.

Tip: Not sure which type of WordPress is for you? Start off with a free site on
WordPress.com. You can later switch from WordPress.com to WordPress.org,
if you want to.

The easiest way to switch is to use WPBeginner’s free WordPress blog setup
service at wpbeginner.com/free-wordpress-blog-setup. The team there will

move your blog for you. You just need to make sure you buy web hosting
through their link, from one of their approved hosting partners.
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Creating a Website Using
WordPress.com

Note: These instructions were last updated in January 2021. If you want to
check for an updated version of this bonus guide, head to:

www.aliventures.com/get-writing-downloads

Password: writetoday

To create a website with WordPress.com, first go to www.wordpress.com

and click the *Start your website’ button:

@ WordPress.com  Products *  Features v Resources ¥  Plans & Pricing Log In Get Started

Welcome to the world’s most
popular website builder.

39% of the web is built on WordPress. More bloggers, small businesses, and Fortune 500 companies use
WordPress than all other options combined. Join the millions of people that call WordPress.com home.
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Step #1: Create Your Account

You'll be prompted to create an account or sign in using your Google or Apple
details. Just pick whichever option you prefer. For this tutorial, I'm going to
create a new account.

W)
Let's get started

First, create your WordPress.com account.

Your email address

@aliventures.com

Choose a username

writeraliluke

Choose a password

By creating an account, you agree to our Terms of Service.
Create your account

Or create an account using:

G Continue with Google

@ Continue with Apple
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Step #2: Choose Your Domain Name

On the next screen, you'll be prompted to choose a domain name (also called
a website address, or URL). Type in what the name you want to use for your
site, and WordPress should offer you a range of options.

If you want to create a free website, ignore the recommended option and
best alternative. These are only free with a paid plan.

Instead, look below these for a truly free domain, like the one I've outlined in
red below. Click the ‘Select’ button to the right of this domain.

@ Step 2 of 3

Let's get your site a domain!
Enter your site’s name or some keywords that describe it to get started.

Q, writeraliluke

Get a free one-year domain registration with any paid plan.
We'll pay the registration fees for your new domain when you choose a paid plan during the next step.

You can claim your free custom domain later if you aren't ready yet. Review our plans to get started =

More Extensions v E J E .blog

writeraliluke.com writeraliluke.guru

Registration fee: £45 Free Registration fee: £22 Free
Renews at £15 / year Renews at £22 / year

Our Recommendation Best Alternative

writeraliluke.wordpress.com Free

Registration fee: £26 Free
Renews at £26 / year

writeraliluke.online Select

Tip: Sometimes, the free WordPress.com domain suggested includes a long
number, like this:

- alilukewriter35034014.wordpress.com Free Select -

If that happens, it's because the more sensible-looking domain name is

already taken. Just try something different in the search, until you come up
with a free domain that doesn’t include a weird number.
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Step #3: Choose Your Plan

On the next screen, you'll be prompted to choose a plan. WordPress.com is
sneaky here, as their free plan isn't listed in the table of options.

You can still access the free plan, though. Just click the ‘start with a free site

link that's hiding out near the top of the screen:

Personal

Best for personal use

3
month
billed annually

Start with Personal

Boost your website with a custom
domain name, and remove all
WordPress.com advertising. Unlock
unlimited, expert email support.

Pick a plan that's right for you.

Choose a plan ol start with a free site.

Pay monthly EEEERGTETY

Premium

Best for freelancers

£ 7 per
month

billed annually

Start with Premium

Build a unique website with advanced
design toels, CSS editing, lots of space
for audio and video, Google Analytics
support. and the ability to menetize
your site with ads.

Business

Best for small businesses

20z
month
billed annually

Start with Business

Power your business wehsite with
custom plugins and themes, unlimited
premium and business theme
templates, 200 GB storage. and the
ability to remove WordPress.com

A

Step 3 of 3

eCommerce

Best for online stores

36
month
billed annually

Start with eCommerce

Sell products or services with this
powerful, all-in-one online store
experience. This plan includes premium
integrations and is extendable, so it’ll
grow with you as your business grows.

branding
INCLUDED WITH ANNUAL PLANS ® INCLUDED WITH ANNUAL PLANS ®© Unload th 4 bl [0} A in 60 X @
Free domain for ane year Live chat support pload themes and plugins ccept payments in 60+ countries
o . o Integrations with top shipping
Unlimited email support ® Advanced customization @ Advanced SEO tools o] N @
carriers
Dozens of Free Themes ® All Personal features ® All Premium features ® All Business features ®

Once you've clicked that link, WordPress will start building your site. You'll see

a loading screen for a few seconds:

Hooray! Your site will be ready shortly.
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You'll then be taken straight to your website’s admin area, also called its
‘dashboard’ or ‘back end’. This is where you can change things about your
website.

@ My Site BEd Reader

Site Title

View writeralilukewordpress.con Mv Home

Coming Scon o . - Visit site
'our home base for posting, editing, and growing your site,

Free domain with a plan Upgrade
Site setup

Complete
ﬁ My Home s
= Your site has been created! v Site created
il statistics Next, we'll guide you through setting up and launching your site.
MName your site
Y Upgrades v

. Get started Update your Home page
& Site v

o Jetpack W Canfirm your email address
7/3- Design v Create a site menu
Tools v
% Launch your site
i§3 Manage v
Get the WordPress app
@ wp Admin )

@ Add new site Video: Getting started on WordPress.com Quick links -~

WordPress will walk you through the process of setting up your site. Simply
click the ‘Get started’ button and follow the on-screen prompts:
WordPress.com makes it really easy for you.

We'll walk through the first one to get you started.
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Naming Your Site

Click on the ‘Name your site’ link on the right hand side, then click the ‘Name
your site’ button.

@ My Site Ed Reader

Site Title
View writeraliluke.wordpress.con M\/Y Home

Coming Soon

Free domain with a plan Upgrade

Your home base for posting, editing, and growing your site,

® 1 minute
Setup
ﬁ My Home .
= Name your site
i Statistics Give your new site a title to let people know what your site is about. A good title
% U d o introduces your brand and the primary topics of your site.
pgrades
" - v
0 Jetpack v

You'll be taken straight to the Manage = Settings page of your admin area,
where you can enter the 'Site title’ for your site.

Tip: You can use any name you want for your site, though it normally makes
sense for your website’s name to match the domain (website address). E.g. my
site is called Aliventures and my domain name is aliventures.com.

Once you've entered the name in the 'Site title’ box, simply click the ‘All done,
continue’ button. You'll then be prompted to save your changes.

@ My Site BEJ Reader

Site Title
View writeraliluke.wordpress.c Scttings

Coming Scon

General Performance Writing Discussion
Free domain with a plan Upgrade

Site Profile

Setup

fr MyHome  _
Cratici
il statistics Site lcon (i)  Site title
% Upgrades v Writer Ali Luke
/" site v ) )
Site tagline Update the Site Title field with a descriptive name to let
o Jetpack “ your visitors know which site they're visiting.
P Change
33' Design " in a few words, explain All done, continue Return to My Home
% Tools v Site address
f§3 Manage ~ ~+ Add a Custom Address
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Creating a Website Using WordPress.org

To create a website using the full WordPress software from WordPress.org,
you have to spend some money up front. While the WordPress software itself
is free, you're going to need:

e A domain name (website address)
e Aweb hosting account (this is where all your website files are stored)

Most web hosts will give you a free domain name when you sign up. There are
lots of different web hosting companies to choose from: just make sure you
pick one that supports WordPress's software (most do).

| use Dreamhost, one of WordPress's recommended hosts. I've been with
them since the end of 2007, and they’ve served me really well over the years.
Find my full review here: aliventures.com/reviews/dreamhost-web-hosting/

To set up your site with Dreamhost, first head to the Dreamhost home page
(affiliate link) and click the ‘Get Started’ button.

Step #1: Choose Your Hosting Plan

Dreamhost will show you a range of hosting plans. | recommend choosing the
Shared Starter or Shared Unlimited plan.

©» New Year Deals: Hosting starting at $2.59/mo For a limited time — Affillstes  Knowledge Base  English

k DreamHost WordPress Hosting Websites Domains Email Pro Services [es Academy Get Started

Choose Your Hosting Plan

I Monthly Plans Q Yearly Plans I
| Shared 223 v DreamPress v VPS @
A great place to start! Shared hosting specifically designed for WordPress — For new & small websites on our
with an entry level price for new sites, high-performance and hassle-free so trusted Virtual Private Servers
including WordPress. you can focus on building your
business
Starting at Starting at
Startin
$3.95/mo $13.75/mo
e $16.95/mo R
Z\ SAVE 43% Over Monthly 4‘: :‘k SAVE 8% Over Monthly )jl
(_ SAVE 15% Over Monthly )
1 Website Unlimited Websites
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Shared Starter is fine if you just want one website and you don’t need email.

Shared Unlimited is best value, though, as you can host unlimited websites on
the same account, and you get unlimited email addresses too.

You can toggle between these plans by clicking on the ‘Shared Starter’
header.

It's best value to pay for a yearly plan, as you get a free domain and it works
out cheaper per month. However, if you don’t want to pay the whole year
upfront, you can switch the toggle to ‘Monthly Plans’ and choose to pay
month by month.

Once you've chosen your plan, click the ‘Sign Up Now’ button at the bottom:

30 GB 55D Storage
WaordPress Pre-Installed

WordPress Pre-Installed
Free SSL Certificate

S5L Certificate Pre-Installed
Unlimited Email

Unlimited Email
24/7 support

DD we website Builder

24/7 WordPress Support

IEETD e website Builder
m Free Automated WordPress
Migrations m Free Automated WordPress
Migrations

Sign Up Now On-Demand Backups & 1-Click Restore

Jetpack Free Pre-Installed

=T 1 click staging

Learn More About Shared

Step #2: Choose Your Domain Name

If you opted for an annual plan, you get a free domain name (website address)
included. You can register it at this step, or you can choose it later if you
prefer.

If you chose the monthly plan, you can register your domain at this step, too,
but it won't be free. (Most domains aren’t expensive: Dreamhost is offering a
.com domain for $6.99/year.)

PAGE | 11 CREATING A WEBSITE © ALI LUKE, 2021




CREATING A WEBSITE

_ DreamHost L= Language - English (USA) ! Chat now

SIGN UP FOR SHARED HOSTING

Choose a domain Secure Checkout

FREE domain with all annual terms!

Shared Unlimited

Change plan
Choose a domain later
Monthly Yearly 3 Year
$8.95/mo $3.95/mo $3.95/mo
Register a new domain
Your savings $60.00
| already have a domain Due today $47.40

To register a domain, click the ‘Register a new domain’ button.

You can then type your chosen domain into the search box — make sure you
include the .com, or .net, etc.

Then, you just need to click the *Add for $0.00" button and the domain will be
added to your order.

FREE domain with all annual terms!

< Go back Register a new domain

alilukewritercom n

.Club o .online .org KYZ com  See all domains

Congrats, alilukewriter.com domain is available! ADD FOR $0.00
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Step #3: Enter Your Payment Details and Check Out

Finally, you need to check out. Dreamhost will automatically install WordPress
for free (though you can uncheck this if you want).

| recommend unchecking the "WP Website Builder” box, as it adds extra
features to WordPress that you probably don’t need. The built-in WordPress
editor should work just fine for most writers, and you can easily add different
page builders in future.

You may well want to uncheck the DreamShield protection box, as it adds
quite a bit to your monthly costs. WordPress itself will alert you to issues like
outdated plugins (add-ons). However, as your site grows, you may want to
invest in a security service to protect you against malware — | use Sucuri.

SIGN UP FOR SHARED HOSTING

° Pick a plan ° Choose a domain Secure Checkout

SECURE CHECKOUT Shared Unlimited

Change plan Renews aui

-m . ; Monthly 3 Year Yearly
® [ = Credit/ Debit Card ' PGYPdl $8.95/mo $3.95/mo $3.95/mo
CARD DETAILS Domain Privacy Free
alilukewriter.com Free
Name on Card Card Number
Change domain Renews at $15.99 yearly
Pre-Install WordPress Free
Expiration Date Security Code What's this? I WP Website Builder I
DreamShield Protection $3.00/mo
January v 2021 v Renews monthly

G Suite

Once you're ready, go ahead and enter your payment details and the details
for your account (email, name, and phone number), then check out.
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You should then see your Dreamhost dashboard. You'll get an email from
Dreamhost letting you know how to set your password to login to your
WordPress site.

Once you login to your site, you'll see a "Welcome to WordPress' section
where you can take your first steps. A good place to begin is by clicking the
‘Customize Your Site’ button.

‘.\:T‘;J.‘ 4 Just another WordPresssite <3 B + New Howdy, £l

Screen Optis v H v
(- Becfiveend Dashboard
Home
Updates (3 € Dismiss
Welcome to WordPress!
We've assembled some links to get you started
f Posts
Q] Media Get Started Next Steps More Actions
M Pages F Write your first blog post | wanage widgets
Customize Your Site
B Comments 4+ Add an About page E Manage menus
or, change your theme completely @A Setupyour homepage B} Turn comments on or off
2 Appearance
B View your site ¥ Learn more about getting started
¢ Plugins @
o Users
& Tools Site Health Status VoA Quick Draft ANV A
Settings No information yet... Title
Q coll menu Site health checks will automatically run periodically to gather information about | ‘
your site. You can also visit the Site Health screen to gather information about your ~
: : Content
site now.
What's on your mind?
At a Glance AV A
A 1 Post W 1 Page

Save Draft
B 1 Comment -

WordPress 5.6 running Twenty Twenty-One theme.

You'll be taken into the special WordPress customizer. This lets you make
changes (using the tabs on the left) and see how they’ll look live on your site

(the big area on the right).
x
You are customizing 7]

Just ancther WordPress site @ JUST ANOTHER WORDPRESS SITE (2] Home About Blog Contact
Just another WordPress site

Active theme -
Twenty Twenty-One

Site |dentity I

Colors & Dark Mode

— Create your

Widgets
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Go ahead and click on anything you want to change. | suggest starting with
the Site Identity tab.

Here, you can enter a title (name) and tagline for your site. You can also
upload anicon, if you have one you want to use.

.
¢ Customizing
Site Identity @ JUST ANOTHER WORDPRESS SITE Home About Blog Contact
eJust another WordPress site
Logo
Select logo
Site Title

| Just another WordPress site |

Tagline

| Just another WordPress site |
() Display Site Title & Tagline

Site lcon

If you want your site to look completely different, you might want to choose a
new theme. Just click the *Change’ button next to your active theme.

x

You are customizing 7]

Just another WordPress site @ JUST ANOTHER
Just another WordPre

Active theme -
Twenty Twenty-One

Then, click the ‘WordPress.org’ themes button on the right hand side and
you'll see a huge number of themes:

X | Q Search themes.. 3937 themes

You are browsing (2]
< =
hemes Y cxextere—

Installed themes We ensure your
o0} o %% 5 BUSINESERONG Create your 6Wn opportunities...
WordPress.org themes ° - o 3 kot

Grocery Shop Install & Preview BusinessFocus Install & Preview Teluro Install & Preview

Night Club Ute .
y z Urbanc
i Lorem Ipsum Donor
[ T . | Sit Amet Consetuar. [—
Lorem Ipsumisg | = - 1, ==
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Once you're happy with your changes, click the X in the top left to close the
live customizer. You can then click on the ‘Dashboard’ tab to go back to the
list of suggested actions.

\7:‘- # Just another WordPresssite 43 3 I 4+ New

@ Dashboard Dashboard

Home

Updates (3

Welcome to WordPress!
We've assembled some links to get you started:

Get Started Next Steps

‘} Write your first blog post
Customize Your Site
Comments =+ Add an About page

or, change your theme completely @ Setup your homepage
Appearance
B View your site

Plugins 1

Users

b Tools Site Health Status Quick Draft
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Going Further With Your Website

If you're planning to blog, check out my site Brighter Blogging for reqular

articles on all aspects of blogging, plus round-ups of great content elsewhere
on the web.

If you're using WordPress.org (self-hosted WordPress, with your own web
hosting), you can get tons of help from the WPBeginner website and the

WPBeqginner Engage Facebook group.

| wrote for WPBeginner full time during the whole of 2020, so a bunch of the
tutorials and articles on their site are ones | wrote ... and | can definitely vouch
for the others, too, as my colleagues were amazing! (A small team of us wrote
as “Editorial Staff”.)

Most of all ... have fun with your website. If you want to learn how to do
something new, search on Google or YouTube, and you'll find plenty of helpful
instructions.
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